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ФОРМУВАННЯ ФІЛОСОФІЇ НАУКОВОЇ СВІДОМОСТІ У II ПОЛ. XVI – I ПОЛ. XIX СТ.СТ. 

Анотація 

У статті аналізується проблема формування філософії наукової свідомості у II пол. XVI – I пол. 
XIX ст.ст.. Розкриваються чотири фази цього процесу: 1) латентна, представлена у творчості 
учених (Г. Галілей); 2) гносеологічна, яка проявилася у працях Ф. Бекона, Дж. Локка, філософів 
Просвітництва; 3) онтологічна, пов’язана з філософськими вченнями Р. Декарта, Б.Спінози, 
Г.В. Лейбніца; 4) комплексна або «наукова», яка знайшла свій вираз у філософських системах І. Канта, 
І.Г. Фіхте, Г.В.Ф. Гегеля. 
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THE PHILOSOPHY OF SCIENTIFIC CONSCENCTIOUS: THE FORMATION FROM THE 
SECOND HALF OF THE XVI TO THE FIRST HALF OF XIX CENTURIES 

Summary 

The article deals with philosophy of scientific conscientious and its historical development from the 
second half of the XVI to the first half of XIX centuries is revealed. This period is divided into four phases.  

The concepts “philosophy” and “science” did not differ from each other in the latent phase (brilliant 
example is physical theory by Galileo Galilei). In this time many thinkers and scientists had critical attitude 
to scholasticism. In line with anti-scholastic position “metaphysics” or philosophy is often negated. As was 
observed in the article there was very slow recognition of need of philosophy for science. 

It’s argued that significant steps in this way were made by Francis Bacon. He was aware the importance 
of special philosophical studies that considered as a way to provide science with good methodology. With 
regard to British thinker philosophy of scientific conscientious was transmitted on second, “gnoseological” 
phase of development. Its peak is associated with John Locke’s theory of knowledge. Debating against 
the Cartesian position, Locke considered mind as an "empty" form, a tabula rasa, which is filled by experience. 
At the same great philosopher negated ontology.  

There are some evidences in the article that this point was wrong. Without ontology scientific theoretical 
knowledge was opened to skeptic and agnostic critics (D. Hume, G. Berkeley) which influenced on scientific 
conscientious in a destroying way. Negative results of ultimately “gnoseological” approaches to philosophy 
were revealed in Enlightenment epoch and especially in French revolution activities (the article gives as an 
example Jacobins’ politics against fundamental science and scientists).  

To response to these challenges philosophy of scientific conscientious had to move on next, “ontological” 
phase. The article presents main ontological ideas by R. Descartes, B. Spinoza, G.W. Leibniz. It’s underlined 
in the article that due to works by these prominent philosophers significant categories of theoretical knowledge 
were grounded (first of all it concerns to concept of “scientific law”). 

These ideas were continued in German Classic Philosophy (I. Kant, J.G. Fihte, G.W.F. Hegel) where 
philosophy of scientific conscientious achieved complex or “scientific” phase of development. The article 
sheds light on “pro” and “cons” of classic “scientific” transformations in metaphysical field. It’s argued that 
German philosophers provided scientific conscientious with explicated ontological, gnoseological, axiological 
and praxeological grounds. At the same time their claims to create fully completed “scientific” systems of 
philosophy may stimulate dogmatic influence on science.  

Keywords: philosophy of scientific conscientious, modern era, idol of the mind, mechanicizm, 
nominalism, skepticism, agnosticism, tabula rasa, innate ideas, nebular hypothesis, substance, monads, 
Enlightenment, scientific progress, “metaphysic as a science”. 
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